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Abstract: The present study was an attempt to find out the prevalence of sexual abuse among children and
prevalence of gender disparities in abuse across three socio economic groups in Allahabad district. A total
sample of 180 children in the age group of 9-18 years from three socio economic status families using stratified
random sampling technique comprising 60 respondents and their parents from each socio economic group (30
boys and 30 girls respectively) were selected for the study. Socio economic status scale was used to assess the
socio economic status of the respondents and a self made interview schedule for parents and children was used
to assess the prevalence of sexual abuse. Results indicated that children reported a higher incidence of sexual
abuse as compared to that reported by their parents. Socio economic status had a significant effect (P <. 01) and
gender had a non significant effect on the prevalence of child sexual abuse. The study indicated that sexual
abuse was found to be generally inflicted by neighbors’ followed by relatives and unknown people. Hence, the
study revealed that sexual abuse was prevalent among children and it was suggested that awareness campaigns,
role of mass media, law and policies for protection of children’s rights can prove to be helpful in combating
child sexual abuse.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Sexual abuse is engaging a child in any sexual activity that he/she does not understand or cannot give
informed consent for or is not physically, mentally or emotionally prepared for. Abuse can be conducted by an
adult or another child who is developmentally superior to the victim. This includes using a child for
pornography, sexual materials, prostitution and unlawful sexual practices. Neglect or negligent treatment is
purposeful omission of some or all developmental needs of the child by a caregiver with the intention of
harming the child. This includes the failure of protecting the child from a harmful situation or environment
when feasible. Child sexual abuse among adolescents is an often overlooked issue in pediatrics, yet it is a major
cause of low self esteem and stigmatization in adolescents (Manyike et al., 2015). Sexual abuse is inappropriate
sexual behavior with a child. It includes fondling a child’s genitals, making the child fondle the adult’s,
intercourse, incest, rape, sodomy, exhibitionism and sexual exploitation. To be considered as ‘child abuse’,
these acts have to be committed by a person responsible for the care of a child (for example a baby-sitter, a
parent, or a daycare provider), or related to the child. If a stranger commits these acts, it would be considered
sexual assault and handled solely by the police and criminal courts.

Il. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Allahabad district was purposively selected for the study as the researcher was familiar with the place.
Allahabad district is divided into 21 blocks according to Allahabad Municipal Corporation. Out of which, 6
blocks were selected for the present study using random sampling technique. Families belonging to the three
socio economic status i.e. lower, middle and upper from each block were selected using stratified random
sampling technique. From each socio economic group a total of 10 families from each block were selected,
among which 5 families having an index child as a boy and 5 families having an index child as a girl were
selected using purposive sampling technique.

Children in the age groups of 9-18 years and their parents belonging to the lower, middle and upper
socio economic status families were selected to study the prevalence of child abuse. A total sample of 180
children comprising of 60 children each (30 boys and 30 girls) and their parents from lower, middle and upper
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socio economic status families respectively were selected. Parents of the same sample were taken to administer
the schedule targeted for them.

Total Sample
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Procedure of the study:
A total sample of 180 children was purposely drawn to access the socio economics status using socio

economics status scale devised by Kuppuswami (1962). A self structured interview schedule was developed and
administered on the selected sample of the children to access the prevalence of sexual abuse. A self made
questionnaire was also developed and administered on the parents of the identified samples to access the
methods adopted by the parents to deal with their children.

Observation and Discussion
Table 1 Prevalence of child sexual abuse among boys across three socio economic groups as reported by
children and their parents.

Sexual abuse Lower socio economic Middle socio economic Upper socio economic
reported by status status status
Mean + Standard Mean + Standard Mean + Standard
SE (N=30) Deviation SE (N=30) Deviation SE Deviation
(N=30)
Children 7.26+0.22 1.21 7.66+0.24 1.36 7.53+0.21 1.15
Parent 20+0 0 20+0 0 21+0 0

Table 1 indicates that the prevalence of child sexual abuse among boys across three socio economic
groups as reported by children and their parents. It is evident from the above table that the children reported the
prevalence of the sexual abuse to be highest among boys belonging to the middle socio economic group i.e.
7.66, followed by upper socio economic group i.e. 7.53 and minimum in lower socio economic groups i.e. 7.26.
The prevalence of sexual abuse in lower socio economic group was also found to be lowest as compared to the
other socio economic group which may be due to the underreporting of the incidences of sexual abuse among
boys. The results are in accordance with the study carried out by Holmes and Slap (1998) which revealed that
sexual abuse among boys is common, underreported, under recognized and under treated. The study concluded
that health care professionals should be more aware of and sensitive to the possibility of sexual abuse in their
patients. It is evident also that the prevalence of the sexual abuse was highest (2.1) in upper socio economic
group followed by (2.0) in lower and middle socio economic group as reported by parents. It may be due to
inhibition that people having regarding reporting the incidence of sexual abuse.

Table 2: Prevalence of child sexual abuse among girls across three socio economic groups as reported by
children and their parents.

Sexual Lower socio economic Middle socio economic Upper socio economic
abuse status status status
reported by ™\jean + SE Standard Mean + SE Standard Mean + SE Standard
(N=30) Deviation (N=30) Deviation (N=30) Deviation
Children 10.26+0.32 1.78 10.740.32 1.22 11.26+0.25 1.39
Parent 3.0£0.15 0.856 2.6+0.10 0.55 2.6 £0.09 0.525

Table 2: The data revealed that the prevalence of child sexual abuse among girls across three socio

economic groups as reported by children and their parents. It is evident from the above table that the children
reported the prevalence of the sexual abuse to be highest among girls belonging to the upper socio economic
group i.e. 11.26, followed by middle socio economic group i.e. 10.7 and minimum in lower socio economic
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groups i.e. 10.26 respectively, which justifies that children from lower socio economic groups are more
vulnerable to various types of problems like antisocial behavior, personality problems etc. The data also
indicates that the prevalence of sexual abuses reported by parents which was highest (3.0) in the lower socio
economic group followed by (2.6) middle and upper socio economic groups. The results are in accordance with
the study conducted by Zielinski (2007) on assessing the long term impact of socio economic status on child
abuse which revealed that lower socio economic status place victims at significantly increased risk for problems
like lowered self esteem, blocked aspirations, status frustration, impaired efficacy, fatalism, lowered mastery
and personal control.

I11. CONCLUSION

It can be concluded from the study that sexual abuse is prevalent in all three socio economic status
families irrespective of the gender. Sexual abuse found to be more prevalent among boys in the families
belonging to middle socio economic group followed by upper socio economic group and lower socio economic
group reported by children and prevalence of sexual abuse was reported to be the highest in upper socio
economic groups followed by lower socio economic groups and middle socio economic groups by the parents.
The study brought out that sexual abuse is prevalent in all three socio economic status families irrespective of
the gender. Sexual abuse found to be more prevalent among girls in the families belonging to upper socio
economic group followed by middle socio economic group and lower socio economic group reported by
children and prevalence of sexual abuse was reported to be highest in lower socio economic group followed by
upper socio economic group and middle socio economic group by the parents which focuses the need of
educating public, specially policy maker about the true nature of sexual abuse and shifting the prevention of
child sexual abuse from children to adult.

Suggestion and recommendation

Raising awareness of the unacceptability of child sexual abuse and promoting the nation that stopping child
sexual abuse is everyone’s responsibility. Rigorously evaluating and strengthen existing child sexual abuse
prevention programmes.
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